Bufonia ramonensis is a small chamaephyte with lignified branches, described from one mountain slope at the Negev Highlands, where it is confined to crevices and soil pockets of smooth-faced limestone. The new species is closely related to B. multiceps, which is a hemicryptophyte with herbaceous stems endemic to similar microhabitats in magmatic rocks of southern Sinai.
pedicelled dichasial cyme of 4-12 flowers, 5-7 mm in diam. resembling a capitulum, in addition with 3-6 single lateral flowers or 2-3 flowers in monochasia at the axiles of bracts below it; often only the lateral flowers occur. Pedicels up to 1 mm, appressed hairy, in dense cymes with longitudinal depression. Flowers 3-4 mm long; sepals 3 mm, subequal, ovate-lanceolate, 3(-6)-nerved, margins scarious, ciliate; petals white, shorter than sepals; stamens 8. Capsule ovate, 2.5 × 1.5 mm, as long as, slightly longer, or slightly shorter than calyx. Seeds 2, brown, reniform, laterally compressed, 1.5-1.8 mm long, 0.8-1.5 mm wide, tuberculate throughout (Fig. 4) . 
Relationship
There are one or two additional species of Bufonia in the Flora Palaestina area. B. virgata Boiss. is an annual. B. ephedrina Sam., recorded by Mouterde (1966) and by Chrtek & Krisa (1999) from Jordan, is described by Mouterde (1966) as pubescent at base and glabrous above, with 7-nerved sepals and smooth seeds. These properties are not shared with B. ramonensis. Our new species neither agrees with any of the Bufonia species treated by Rechinger (1988) nor with any of those recognized by Chrtek & Krisa (1999) in their revision of the genus in Asia. Geographically and morphologically the closest species is B. multiceps (see distribution map, Fig. 2 ) as described by Decaisne (1835) , Boissier (1867) and Boulos (1999) . Its differentiating characters are presented in the Latin diagnosis and in the English description of B. ramonensis, above.
The description of the seed of B. multiceps by Boissier (1867: "seminibus dorso tenuiter tuberculatis facie planiusculis") agrees with specimens of this species deposited in HUJ better than the original description by Decaisne (1835: "semina reniformia, compressa, tuberculata") and by Boulos (1999: "seeds … muricate-tuberculate"). In fact there is a part of the seed with muricate-tuberculate surface; this is the pole opposite the micropyle (Fig. 3a, c) . The seed of B. ramonensis, in contrast, is covered by tubercles throughout (Fig. 4) . The stellate cells of the lateral seed surface of B. multiceps (Fig. 3d) markedly differ from the tubercular surface of B. ramonensis (Fig. 4d) .
Specimens of Bufonia multiceps seen: S Sinai, Gebel Katherina, 2 km S of top, 2400 m, 17.7. 1968, Tadmor (HUJ); Gebel Abu Hisheib (N of wadi Sulaf), 9.9.1968, Orshan (HUJ).
